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Preliminary notes about this web guide
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This web guide, like other guides included in “Dafni-sites”, aim to record and
photographically identify extant marine organisms — here are mainly corals.

* Included are species (a) recorded by experts and published in recent scientific
publications (b) pictures taken in the Northern Gulf of Agaba, identification
made by me with help obtained from authorized individuals.

+ Special effort has been invested in precise identification of the pictures and
specimens for minimal identification errors . | however apologize for any
mistake or false information herein
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SCLERACTINIAN CORALS OF THE NORTHERN GULF OF AQABA, RED SEA
Dr. Nanette Furman - Interuniversity Institute for Marine Science. Eilat, Israel
and Dr. Salim Al-Moghrabi - ASEZA, Agaba, Jordan
" Red Sea Marine Peace Park Program
June 2003
Total # coral species confirmed for Eilat=90, for Agaba=130, and for both sites together=78
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Personal notes:

My interest in Eilat corals goes back to the 1960’s when | was a
young warden-guide in Eilat Coral Preserve. At that time there
was no way for a non-professional to identify and document the
coral diversity. Only in the early 2000’s Veron’s book “Corals of
the World” that listed more than 800 stony corals worldwide,
enabled me to go back to my favorite hobby. Based on his book,
two local scientists — Furman and Al-Moghrabi issued in 2003 a
comprehensive list for our region, according to which Eilat reef
has 90 extant species, while in Agaba shores 130 were listed. At
that point | started to document and collect pictures of corals
and other marine creatures in my “Dafni-sites”, included in my
site, 160 species are listed.

| extend my sincere thanks to Dr. JEN (Charlie) Veron for letting
me use material from his book and sites, and to Drs. Furman
and Al-Moghrabi for their starting effort, that was not in vain.

In spite of time-consuming efforts invested, some identification
errors inevitably probably occurred in the present coral guide,
that evidently unabled me to provide the readers an objective
and precise and reliable information. If you find any error or
mistakes please let me fix it.

Dr. Jacob Dafni -
jdafni@gmail.com
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