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Octocorallian Orders
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Colonies upright, lobes capitate, polyps concentrated
on well-defined capitulum. Polyps not retractile,
monomorphic. Colour of colonies white, gray, brown.
Sclerites are round or oval. Zooxanthellae present.
Many species in our region: Most common is:
Xenia umbellata Lamarck, 1816

Benayahu, Y. 1990., Reinicke, 1997
The genus 10N
Ovabunda Aldersiade 2001*
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This Genus accomodates several former Xenia species:

O. macrospiculata

O. benayahui

O. biseriata

O. impulsatilia
* Differentiation to six genera based on SEM of spiculae
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_Colonies forming soft spreading membranes from which
the polyps arise. Polyps retractile, monomorphic.

Colour of colonies white with bluish tinge.
Sclerites are small ovals. Zooxanthellae present.
shallow water.
2 species in the Northern Red Sea
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' S.caeruleus Ehrenberg, 1834
y mp Odl um S fuliginosum Ehrenberg, 1834

Photo: K. Fabricius (GBR) Poster of Xeniid genera Reinicke, 1997
G.B. Reinicke (Poster, Aqaba)
Sources:
Reinicke, 1997 Xeniidae of the Red Sea.PDF - Octocoral research.com
Benayahu, Y. 1990. . Zool. Med. Leiden 64: 113-120.
Alderslade, P. 2001. Six new genera and six new spcies of soft coral. Bulletin of the Biological Society of Washington 10: 15-69.
Synopsis of the Family Xeniidae (Poster) AguaTouch, Phoenix, USA
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Soft corals and other Octocorals pose considerable difficulties in identification,
due to local variability and lack of photographic records. Therefore we did not
delve to the species level in most genara, except in some rare cases there is
a list of species found in our region is found. Here alao at least one image is
an original image from the literature (mostly from Fabricius & Alderslade and
Grasshoff books), and at least one taken in our region. (To arrive a few
enlarged pictures behind the smaller ones, just click on the smaller picture.)
Identifications had been made by researchers whose names appear at the
bottom right box in each row.
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* Fabricius, K & P. Alderslade (2001) Soft Corals and Sea
Fans, AIMS Book, 264 pp.

3. Grasshoff, M (2000) The gorgonians of the Sinai coast
and the Strait of Gubal, Red Sea CFS 224, 125 pp.
*Reinicke, 1997 Xeniidae of the Red Sea, Fauna of Saudi
Arabia 16: 5-62



